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Introduction �
What is the purpose of this addendum?� 

This addendum to the 2009 Agency Coordination and Public Involvement Discipline Report 

(Washington State Department of Transportation [WSDOT] 2009), which was prepared in support of 

the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement and Section 4(f)/6(f) Evaluation (SDEIS; WSDOT 2010a), presents the activities undertaken to 

coordinate with agencies and engage the public since publication of the SDEIS in January 2010 

through April 15, 2011. Earlier efforts to work with agencies and the public, as chronicled in the 2006 

Agency Coordination and Public Involvement Discipline Report (WSDOT 2006a), prepared in support of 

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project (WSDOT 2006b), 

and the 2009 Agency Coordination and Public Involvement Discipline Report, helped build a 

common understanding of the project, and developed relationships and forums for participation 

that were used to obtain additional feedback described in this addendum.  

The discussion below supplements the 2009 Agency Coordination and Public Involvement 

Discipline Report and provides updated text, exhi bits, and attachments, where appropriate. Where 

an addendum exhibit updates or adds new data to an exhibit contained in the 2009 Discipline 

Report, the exhibit name is followed by “(Update to Exhibit # of the 2009 Discipline Report).” 

Much of the coordination and communications described in this addendum pertain to WSDOT’s 

publication of the SDEIS in January 2010 and subsequent designation of a Preferred Alternative on 

April 29, 2010. In addition, the implementation of  a new workgroup, under the requirements of 

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 6392, facilitated additional agency coordination and 

provided public involvement opportunities. New information about the potential effects of the 

Preferred Alternative that served as the basis for ongoing agency coordination and public 

involvement is included in the Description of Alternatives Discipline Report Addendum (WSDOT 

2011a) and the Construction Techniques and Activities Discipline Report Addendum and Errata 

(WSDOT 2011b).  

An errata sheet is attached to this addendum (Attachment 1) to show clarifications to the 2009 

Discipline Report that do not constitute new findings or analysis. 

What are the key points of this addendum? 

This addendum focuses on agency, tribal, and public involvement activities since publication of the 

SDEIS in January 2010. It demonstrates that WSDOT has maintained a transparent and responsive 

project planning process for agencies and the public during development of the Final Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS). WSDOT achieved this aim by: 

�x Continuing to use agency and public engageme nt tools and forums that have worked well. 
WSDOT continued to use tools and activities that have already supported successful agency 
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coordination and public involvement, like the regulatory agency coordination process (RACp), 

sharing information at fairs and festivals, and hosting an environmental hearing and open house 

during the SDEIS comment period with nearly 200 attendees. 

�x� Refining some tools and activities to improve their effectiveness.  WSDOT refined agency 

engagement and public involvement efforts based on project milestones or to better meet the 

needs of the project team, agency staff, or the public. For example, in 2010, WSDOT combined 

several technical working groups (TWGs) to streamline the agency coordination process. 

WSDOT also prioritized staffing fairs and festival s that had previously resulted in the highest 

number of public interactions. 

�x� Enhancing agency and public coordination through new efforts.  New activities that facilitated 

agency coordination and public involvement included developing and implementing a multi-

faceted coordination process to respond to ESSB 6392 and ensuring public comment 

opportunities in advance of finalizing recommendations associated with ESSB 6392.  

This addendum outlines the ongoing, refined, an d new tools and activities WSDOT has used since 

publishing the SDEIS to engage agencies and the public in project planning. 

What key issues were identified in public and agency 
comments on the SDEIS? 

When commenting on the SDEIS, many agency representatives and members of the public thanked 

WSDOT for its efforts to engage them in project planning and for providing forums for coordination 

and input. Overall, commenters urged WSDOT to mo ve the process forward, and to continue to 

keep the public, community organizations, and local jurisdictions involved. Technical topics most 

frequently noted in public and agency comments on the SDEIS are summarized below. The technical 

comments are addressed in the relevant sections of the Final EIS (WSDOT 2011c) and related 

discipline reports; this addendum describes how agencies and the public continued to be engaged 

after publication of the SDEIS. A brief summar y of comments is provided below; for more 

information about public and agency comments  received during the SDEIS comment period, 

including those received at the environmental hearing, please see the SDEIS Summary of Comments 

(WSDOT 2010b).  

Public Comments on the SDEIS during the Comment Period 

The State Route (SR) 520, Interstate 5 (I-5) to Medina project received 415 comment cards, letters, and 

e-mails during the SDEIS comment period (January 22, 2010, through April 15, 2010), of which 392 

were from the public, including individuals, businesses, and community organizations. The 

categories that were most frequently mentioned by the public, along with examples of the topics 

addressed, included: 

�x� Transportation: Transit and high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) use of SR 520; traffic and 

transportation modeling; bicy cle and pedestrian mobility 
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�x� Engineering design: Bridge width; design components specific to a geographic area; Montlake 

Freeway Transit Station; accommodation of light rail in the SR 520 corridor; transit-only HOV 

lanes 

�x� Design Option A: Opinions for and against the option ; design components; requests for 

additional information 

�x� Funding and cost: Funding method (tolling, taxes, private funding); project costs; project 

planning and analysis costs; use of public dollars; project budget 

�x� Recreation: Washington Park Arboretum; other local parks; recreation areas and activities near 

the project area that may be affected during construction and/or operation 

Agency Comments on the SDEIS during the Comment Period 

Of the 415 comment cards, letters, and e-mails received during the SDEIS comment period, 23 were 

from government entities, including federal, state, and regional entities; local jurisdictions; and 

tribes. The categories that were most frequently mentioned by agencies, along with examples of the 

topics addressed, included: 

�x� Agency coordination: Requests for continued coordinati on between WSDOT and regulatory 

agencies; requests to engage agencies about topics like mitigation, transit system compatibility, 

and permitting 

�x� Engineering design: Bridge width and height; elements in specific geographic areas; design 

components like lids, transit stops, and bridge segments 

�x� Mitigation: Mitigation sequencing; information about natural resources, social, economic, 

transit-related, and air quality effect s; temporary versus permanent effects 

�x� Recreation: Washington Park Arboretum; other local parks; recreation areas and activities near 

the project area that may be affected by the project; potential mitigation 

�x� Transportation: Transit and HOV systems; bicycle and pedestrian access; regional mobility 

How does the Preferred Alternative address 
community comments? 

The project team heard from neighborhoods, representatives of the Arboretum, the City of Seattle, 

regulatory agencies, and corridor legislators regarding project design. Since the Preferred 

Alternative was announced in April 2010, it has contin ued to be refined. The intent of the design is 

to: 

�x� Respect the concerns of the neighborhoods and the city 

�x� Redirect traffic away from the Arboretum and neighborhoods 

�x� Help integrate the neighborhoods divided when the highway was built 
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Some of the features of the Preferred Alternative that address public, tribal and agency comments 

include: 

�x� Compatibility with potential future rail connections 

�x� Lowered height of floating bridge compared to Draft EIS and SDEIS options 

�x� Refined footprint within the Arboretum and reduced right-of-way acquisition needs compared 

to SDEIS options 

�x� Raised west approach profile with a constant grade that allows for enhanced water quality 

treatment by working with gravity to move stormwater to the treatment facility 

�x� Reduced width of Portage Bay Bridge compared to SDEIS Option A 

�x� Innovative elements and design features to reduce noise and eliminate the needs for corridor-

wide noise walls 

�x� A Montlake interchange that includes a park-like setting with a longer lid and regional and local 

transit stops 

�x� Removal of the existing Lake Washington Boulevard ramps 

What is the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement 
and HOV Project? 

The SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project would widen the SR 520 corridor to 

six lanes from I-5 in Seattle to Evergreen Point Road in Medina, and would restripe and reconfigure 

the lanes in the corridor from Evergreen Point Road to 92nd Avenue NE in Yarrow Point. It would 

replace the vulnerable Evergreen Point Bridge (including the west and east approach structures) and 

Portage Bay Bridge, as well as the existing local street bridges across SR 520. The project would 

complete the regional HOV lane system across SR 520, as called for in regional and local 

transportation plans. 

What is the Preferred Alternative? 

The new SR 520 corridor would be six lanes wide (two 11-foot-wide outer general-purpose lanes and 

one 12-foot-wide inside HOV lane in each direction), with 4-foot-wide inside shoulders and 10-foot -

wide outside shoulders across the floating bridge. The typical roadway cross-section across the 

floating bridge would be approximately 116 feet wide , compared to the existing width of 60 feet. In 

response to community interests expressed during public review of the January 2010 SDEIS, the 

SR 520 corridor between I-5 and the Montlake interchange would operate as a boulevard or parkway 

with a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour and median plantings across the Portage Bay Bridge. 

To support the boulevard concept, the width of the inside shoulders in this section of SR 520 would 
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be narrowed from 4 feet to 2 feet, and the width of the outside shoulders would be reduced from 

10 feet to 8 feet. Exhibit 1 highlights the major components of the Preferred Alternative. 

The Preferred Alternative would include the following elements: 

�x� An enhanced bicycle/pedestrian crossing adjacent to the East Roanoke Street bridge over I-5 

�x� Reversible transit/HOV ramp to the I-5 express lanes, southbound in the morning and 

northbound in the evening 

�x� New overcrossings and an integrated lid at 10th Avenue East and Delmar Drive East 

�x� A six-lane Portage Bay Bridge with a 14-foot-wide westbound managed shoulder that would be 

used as an auxiliary lane during peak commute hours 

�x� An improved urban interchange at Montlake Boulevard integrated with a 1,400-foot-long lid 

configured for transit, pedestrian, and community connectivity 

�x� A new bascule bridge across the Montlake Cut that provides additional capacity for 

transit/HOV, bicycles, and pedestrians 

�x� Improved bridge clearance over Foster Island and the Arboretum Waterfront Trail 

�x� A new west approach bridge configured to be compatible with future high-capacity transit 

(including light rail) 

�x� A new floating bridge with two general-purpose lanes, and one HOV lane in each direction 

�x� A new 14-foot-wide bicycle/pedestrian path with scenic pull-outs along the north side of the 

new Evergreen Point Bridge (west approach, floating span, and east approach), connecting 

regional trails on both sides of Lake Washington 

�x� A new bridge maintenance facility and dock located underneath the east approach of the 

Evergreen Point Bridge 

�x� Re-striped and reconfigured roadway between the east approach and 92nd Avenue NE, tying in 

to improvements made by the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project 

�x� Design features that would also provide noise reduction including reduced speed limit on 

Portage Bay Bridge, 4-foot concrete traffic barriers, and noise absorptive materials applied to the 

inside of the 4-foot traffic barriers and lid portal s. Quieter concrete pavement would also be used 

for the new SR 520 main line, and noise walls where recommended by the noise analysis and 

approved by affected property owners would be included in the design 

�x� Basic and enhanced stormwater treatment facilities 
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